
North Central Texas Council of Governments & the Product Stewardship Institute 

 

June 7, 2017 
Ruthe Jackson Center 

Grand Prairie, TX  
 

Time Session Overview Speakers 

7:30 - 8:30 am Refreshments & Registration 

8:30 - 9:00 am 

 

 

Welcome & Pharmaceuticals in Context 

 Introduction and workshop goals 

 Overview: problem, goals, meeting expectations 

 Introduction to Pharmaceutical Stewardship 

 

Speakers:  

 Soria Adibi, North Central 
Texas Council of 
Governments (NCTCOG) 

 Scott Cassel, Product 
Stewardship Institute (PSI) 

Session 1 

9:00 - 9:45 am 

 

Drug Take-Back: Challenges and Solutions 

 Regulatory background 

 Consumer convenience 
o Program collection options (pharmacy, law 

enforcement, mail-back program, events) 
o Collection site coverage 

 Program funding options 
o Voluntary programs; Mandatory 

programs/Extended producer responsibility 
o US and international landscape 

 Education/outreach resources 
 

Speaker: 
 Vivian Fuhrman, Product 

Stewardship Institute (PSI) 

 

Session 2 

9:45 - 10:45 am 

 

Current Landscape in North Central 
Texas/Statewide 
 Overview of programs in North Central Texas/ 

statewide 

 Relevant rules and regulations 

 Case studies: Texas take-back programs 
 

Moderator: Vivian Fuhrman, PSI 
 
Speakers: 
 Dr. Jeanie Jaramillo-Stametz, 

Texas Tech University Health 
Sciences Center (TTUHSC) 
School of Pharmacy 

 Jordan Fengel, City of 
Georgetown, TX 

 Debbie Branch, City of Fort 
Worth, TX 

10:45 - 11:00 am Break 

Session 3 

11:00 - 12:00 pm 

 

Other Drug Take-Back Programs 

 Implementing voluntary and mandatory drug 
take-back programs 

 Role of independent and chain pharmacies 

 Benefits of pharmacy-based programs 

 Community partnerships and diverse coalitions 

Moderator: Vivian Fuhrman, PSI 
 
Speakers: 

 Eileen Leung, San Francisco 
Dept. of the Environment, CA 

 Lisa Sullivan, U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration 



12:00 - 1:00 pm Lunch 

Session 4 

1:00 – 2:30 pm  

 

Facilitated Session: Designing a take-back system 
for North Central Texas 

 
 Developing safe med take-back pilots in NCTCOG 

o How many are needed?  
o Location? (e.g., pharmacy, law enforcement, 

long-term care facilities, hospitals with 
pharmacies) 

o Type? (e.g., mix of rural, suburban, urban, 
tribal) 

o Collection method? (e.g., on-site receptacle, 
mail-back, events) 

o Outreach/educational campaign & public 
awareness survey 

 

 How to launch pilot projects, estimate 
volumes/costs, and build relationships 

 

Facilitators: Scott Cassel and 
Vivian Fuhrman, PSI 
 
 
All participants will assist in 
developing a plan for North 
Central Texas. 

 
 

2:30 – 2:45 pm  Break 

Session 5 

2:45 - 4:30 pm  

Facilitated Session: Designing a take-back system 
for North Central Texas 

 
 Options for funding pilot and long-term take-back 

programs  
o Government 

 COG/potential grants 
 Texas Commission on Environmental 

Quality (TCEQ)  
 Law enforcement (municipality) 

o Retailers 
o Manufacturers/EPR 
o Other? 

 

 Who should  be the Lead Implementing Agency? 

 Who is interested in running a pilot? What 
information do you need to succeed?  

 Are any changes needed to state or regional 
regulations/statutes? 

 Any other stakeholders to include in future 
discussions? 

 Any additional data or plan elements needed to 
design take-back system for North Central Texas? 
 

Facilitators: Scott Cassel and 
Vivian Fuhrman, PSI 
 
 
All participants will assist in 
developing a plan for North 
Central Texas. 

 

Session 6 

4:30 - 5:00 pm 

Next Steps for North Central Texas 
 
 Workshop notes  

 Decision process— finalizing plan for North 
Central Texas 

Facilitator: Scott Cassel, PSI 

 


