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Welcome &
Pharmaceuticals in Context
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Introduction
Soria Adibi

Environmental Planner
Dept. of Environment & Development

North Central Texas Council of Governments



Thank You To Our Sponsors!
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http://www.sharpsinc.com/
http://www.sharpsinc.com/


What is NCTCOG?

ÅVoluntary association of local governments
ÅEstablished in 1966
ÅAssists local governments in:
ÅPlanning for common needs
ÅCooperating for mutual benefit
ÅRecognizing regional opportunities
ÅResolving regional problems
ÅMaking joint decisions 

ÅOne of 24 COGs in Texas
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Regional solid waste planning

Å NCTCOG is the designated regional solid waste planning 
agency for North Central Texas.
Å Stores a Closed Landfill Inventory
Å Promotes education and outreach
Å Administers a pass-through grant program
Å Supports the solid waste advisory committee, the Resource 

Conservation Council

Å Coordinates with partners to implement and advance 
materials management programs in North Central Texas.

Å Maintains a regional plan for set new goals and define new 
metrics for materials management.
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Funding Solid Waste Programs in North 
CentralTexas

Where does solid waste funding come from?
ÅEach legislative session, the State Legislature allocates funds 

through the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 
to regional solid waste management agencies

ÅFunds are generated by solid waste disposal fees the TCEQ 
collects at the landfills

Who decides what programs receive pass-through 
grants?
ÅThe Resource Conservation Council (RCC) is the regional solid 

waste advisory council for North Central Texas 
ÅThe RCC provides input to develop and update the regional solid 

waste management plan, identifies regional solid waste priorities 
and implementation projects, reviews solid waste grant 
applications, and makes recommendations on projects to be 
ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ b/¢/hDΩǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ .ƻŀǊŘ
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ÅWater contamination by pharmaceuticals in NCT
ÅCost and added work for water quality authorities
ÅRisk to aquatic life
ÅThreat to sources of drinking water

ÅDrug abuse and misuse in NCT
ÅTarrant County (population 1.9 million) in 2015:

o 177fatal overdoses caused by drugs
o 86of these caused by opioids
o Does not include near overdoses or concurrent drug use

North Central Texas (NCT) 
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ÅSolution: Drug take-back strategy 
o Ex in NCTτFort Worth, TX drug take-back program 2016:
ü 6,682 lbs from 9 permanent sites, 2 events, mail-back 
envelopes, and Walgreens program
ü Collections nearly tripled in 2013 when permanent sites added

o Need strategy for NCT

ÅOther: source reduction and reuse opportunities
o Re-dispension legislation: TX senate bill 1243, passed in 

2015 to allow for the donation of unused drugs to a 
άǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ŘǊǳƎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊέ

North Central Texas

http://www.legis.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=84R&Bill=SB1243
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Existing drug take-back collection sites in NCT

Walgreens + Law enforcement locations: timetorecycle.com/medtakeback/

http://timetorecycle.com/medtakeback/
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Why We Are Here



Introduction to 
Pharmaceutical Stewardship
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Scott Cassel
Founder& CEO

Product Stewardship Institute



the Product 
Stewardship Institute
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Product 
stewardship

Manufacturer 
όάǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊέύ

responsibility

Other 
government 
regulatory 
programs

Voluntary 
programs

Mandatory 
programs

(e.g., EPR)

Product Stewardship vs. EPR
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Pharmaceuticals

Packaging

Paint

Electronics

PSI Product 
Categories

Batteries

HHW

Thermostats

Fluorescent 

lamps

Textiles

Mattresses

Phone books

Medical sharps
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PSI Product 
/ŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ŎƻƴǘΩŘ

Gas 

cylinders

Radioactive 

devices

Framework

Pesticides

Carpet

Auto 

switches

Appliances 

with 

refrigerants

Tires

éand more!
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ÅIncrease safe collection and disposal of 
unwanted pharmaceuticals

ÅIncrease awareness about problems 
associated with improper drug 
storage/disposal, and benefits of drug take-
back to residents and pharmacies

ÅIdentify sustainable funding for drug take-
back programs

Project Goals
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ÅLearn about drug take-back challenges and solutions 

ÅUnderstand current landscape in North Central Texas

ÅConsider drug take-back best practicesaround the country

ÅBegin to design a drug take-back strategy for North Central Texas

Workshop Expectations


